
Yr 7 Music

What are the big ideas and concepts I will 
cover this year?
• What are 8 key elements of music?
• What is the difference between beat 

and rhythm? 
• Perform and compose simple rhythm 

patterns to a steady beat
• Can you identify and perform notation 

using the keyboard? 
• Identify repeated patterns through 

listening, composing and performance

What am I 
learning about in 
Music this year?

Why we think this is important for you
We will then explore the elements of music through a variety of mediums and genres. Students will learn to analyse and describe the music that they listen to using 
music-specific vocabulary. They will begin to establish understanding of music theory through various notation, explore musical form and structure as well as 
identify instruments commonly found in a standard orchestra. With the stimulus of diverse music repertoire they will compose and perform in groups with the focus 
on effective music-making and transferable skills. Students will be given the opportunity to maintain and develop the invaluable skills of learning by ear, notation 
reading and rehearsing and performing individually as well as part of an ensemble. Students will be given the opportunity to compose and perform using their 
voices, body percussion, tuned and untuned percussion, ukuleles, keyboards and music technology. Some subject content will build on work from primary school, 
so please impress us with your knowledge and understanding.

Rotation 1
Introduction 
to Music

Rotation 1 
Form and 
Structure

Rotation 2
Keyboard 
Skills

Rotation 2
Major and 
Minor Chords

What is a scale?

Perform and 
compose a simple 
rhythm to a steady 
beat using a 
graphic score

What are 8 
foundational elements 

of music?

Pitch-
Texture-
Timbre-

Dynamics-
Tempo-

Articulation-
Duration-

Silence-

What does ternary 
ABA mean?

What does binary AB 
mean?

What does 
Verse/chorus 
structure 
mean?

What is the 
difference between 
beat and rhythm?

What are the notes on 
the keyboard?

To be able identify 
sharps, flats and natural 
notes.

What does major 
and minor mean?

What is a 
chord?

Identify major 
and minor 
chords.

To be able to 
play at least 3 
chords on the 
keyboard.

How to perform a 
simple melody on 

the keyboard.

How can I explore this 
subject and topic more?
BBC Bitesize Music, YouTube, 
Music Mark, Watch live or 
recorded music performances.

Careers links:
Musician, Composer, Teacher, 
Music Therapist, Record 
Producer, DJ and Music 
Director.

What Rondo 
ABACADA mean?



Yr 8 Music

What am I 
learning about in 
Music this year?

Why we think this is important for you
We will then explore the elements of music through a variety of mediums and genres. Students will learn to analyse and describe the music that they listen to using music-specific vocabulary. They 
will begin to establish understanding of music theory through various notation, explore musical form and structure as well as identify instruments commonly found in a standard orchestra. With the 
stimulus of diverse music repertoire they will compose and perform in groups with the focus on effective music-making and transferable skills. Students will be given the opportunity to maintain 
and develop the invaluable skills of learning by ear, notation reading and rehearsing and performing individually as well as part of an ensemble. Students will be given the opportunity to compose 
and perform using their voices, body percussion, tuned and untuned percussion, ukuleles, keyboards and music technology. Some subject content will build on work from primary school, so please 
impress us with your knowledge and understanding.

Rotation 1
Instruments 

of The 
Orchestra

Rotation 1
Film Music

Rotation 2
Theme and 
Variation

Rotation 2
African 
Drumming

To identify theme 
and variation 

within a piece of 
music.

To identify the 
instruments 
from the 
different 
sections of the 
orchestra.

What are the four 
sections of the 

orchestra?

To identify 
different 
film 
music?

To be able to 
perform a piece of 

film music.

Hiow does 
music 
enhance a 
film?

What is an 
orchestra? What is theme 

and variation?

To perform a piece 
of music using the 

djembe drum

What are the 
key features of 

African 
Drumming?

What is a djembe 
drum?

To perform a piece 
of music using 

theme and 
variation.

What are the big ideas and concepts I will cover this 
year?

● Develop my keyboard, vocal and percussion skills.
● Learn about Form and Structure in Music.
● Explore and demonstrate Q&A, Binary, Ternary and 

Rondo forms in music.
● Identify he difference between music based on 

different Forms and Structures.
● Identify different sections within a piece of music? 
● Explore and demonstrate a Verse/Chorus structure.
● Create and perform a musical project
● To learn about key features of African Drumming.

How can I explore this 
subject and topic more?
BBC Bitesize Music, YouTube, 
Music Mark, Watch live or 
recorded music 
performances.

Careers links:
Musician, Composer, 
Teacher, Music Therapist, 
Record Producer, DJ and 
Music Director. 



Yr 9 Music

What am I 
learning about in 
Music this year?

Why we think this is important for you
We will then explore the elements of music through a variety of mediums and genres. Students will learn to analyse and describe the music that they listen to using music-specific vocabulary. They 
will begin to establish understanding of music theory through various notation, explore musical form and structure as well as identify instruments commonly found in a standard orchestra. With the 
stimulus of diverse music repertoire they will compose and perform in groups with the focus on effective music-making and transferable skills. Students will be given the opportunity to maintain 
and develop the invaluable skills of learning by ear, notation reading and rehearsing and performing individually as well as part of an ensemble. Students will be given the opportunity to compose 
and perform using their voices, body percussion, tuned and untuned percussion, ukuleles, keyboards and music technology. Some subject content will build on work from primary school, so please 
impress us with your knowledge and understanding.

Rotation 1
Hooks and 

Riffs

Rotation 1
Jazz and Blues

Rotation 2
What Makes 
A Good Song

Rotation 2
The Bass 
Clef

How are Pop songs 
structure?

To learn and 
perform music 
that uses hooks 
and riffs.

What is a riff?

Major and 
a minor 
chord?

The four main 
chords are? To play a piece of 

music using 4 chords.

How do we 
construct a 
chord?

What is a hook? What makes a 
good pop 
song?

How to read the 
bass clef?

To perform a 
piece of music 
using the bass 

clef.
What is the bass 
clef?

To learn a simple 
Pop song.

What are the big ideas and concepts I will cover 
this year?

● Develop my keyboard, vocal and percussion 
skills.

● Listen appraise and perform music from different 
cultures and traditions. 

● Develop keyboard skills through learning and 
performing music using chords. 

● Develop reading and writing using staff notation. 
● Learn about the instruments of the orchestra and 

how orchestral music is used and composed for 
film and video game. 

● Develop knowledge of form and structure 
through learning about hooks and riffs in pop 
music. 

How can I explore this 
subject and topic more?
BBC Bitesize Music, YouTube, 
Music Mark, Watch live or 
recorded music 
performances.

Careers links:
Musician, Composer, 
Teacher, Music Therapist, 
Record Producer, DJ and 
Music Director. 


