
Yr 7 Religious Education

What are the big ideas and 
concepts I will cover this year?
Aut 1: Biblical stories
Aut 2: Biblical stories
Sp 1: Christian communities
Sp 2: Muslim communities
Su 1: Religion in Britain
Su 2: Buddhism  

What am I 
learning about in 

RE this year?

How can I explore RE 
further?
BBC Bitesize
Truetube
Newsround

Careers links
Journalism, law, armed 
forces, social care, 
education, History, 
tourism, politics

Why is this important for me?
Getting to know Biblical stories is important so you can understand why Christians believe what they do and how they behave. We
will apply this knowledge in the Spring Term to understanding how Christians behave, and then contrasting this with Muslim 
communities so you can understand the two biggest religious communities in Birmingham.  Then we’ll end the year studying 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Church and church The Fall of 
Adam & Eve Cain & Abel

Noah & the floods

Creation story

Exile

Baptism and 
temptation

What is the Bible?

Jesus and 
church

Symbols

Assessed writing 

Holy Communion

Six articles
Five pillars

Qur’an
Mosque

Islamic art

Assessed writing

Abraham 
& Isaac

Jacob and Joseph

Moses

David and 
Goliath

David and 
Bathsheba

Birth of Jesus

Miracles

Trinity Origin of religion
Religion in UK -
census

Religion in  multifaith 
societies 

Basic beliefs of 
the big six

Assessed writing

The Buddha
Four Noble 
Truths

Eightfold Path

Five 
Precepts

History of religion in 
the UK

Buddhism

Buddhist worship

Buddhism 
today



Yr. 8 Religious Education

What am I 
learning about in 

RE this year?
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Development of 
religion Life in the 

early Church

Constantine
The great 
schism

How did 
Christianity 
begin?

Is Britain a 
Christian country? 

Prayer and publicity
Should women lead the 

Church?

Slavery and the 
crusades

How did Islam begin?
Why did Islam 

split?

Beliefs about God
Beliefs about creation 

Religious symbols

Did Jesus exist?

What did Jesus 
look like?

More than a 
man?

Freedom fighter?
Son of God?

Shroud of Turin

Hindu history Beliefs

Gods
Worship

Mandir
Hinduism in the UK

War and 
conflict

Pacifism

Ahinsa
Just war theory

Lesser Jihad

Who is the 
Pope?

The 
Reformation

Problem of evil and 
suffering

What makes 
a religion?

Religious symbols in 
public life

Assessed writing

Caste system

War and conflict 
revisited

Why is this important for me?  Religion is internally diverse, which means that even believers within the same religion might 
have different views.  We study this first in Christianity and Islam to understand why there are different groups in the modern 
world.  We then look sociologically at comparing different religions in the UK and world, before returning to understand the figure 
of Jesus more deeply and test some people’s assumptions about him.  Finally, we expand our understanding of religion to include 
Hinduism and end with a moral dilemma from Christian, Hindu, Islamic and non-religious perspectives. 

What are the big ideas and 
concepts I will cover this year?
Aut 1: Christian history
Aut 2: Islamic history
Sp 1: Comparative religions
Sp 2: Jesus of History, Christ of Faith
Su 1: Hinduism
Su 2: War and conflict

How can I explore RE 
further?
BBC Bitesize
Truetube
Newsround

Careers links
Journalism, law, armed 
forces, social care, 
education, History, 
tourism, politics

Sunni and Shi’a  
similarities and 
differences



Yr 9 Religious Education

What am I 
learning about in 

RE this year?
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

What is Judaism?How did 
Judaism begin?

The Temple
The Messiah

The Tanakh
The Mitzvot

The Synagogue

Faith and 
science 
together

What is 
Shabbat?

Jewish Festivals

Jewish persecution

Holocaust 
Holocaust 

Assessment

Guru Nanak
How did Nanak spread 
his message?10 Gurus: Angad to 

Arjan 10 Gurus: Hargobind 
to Gobind Singh

The Khalsa
The 5 Ks

The Guru Granth Sahib
Belief about 
Waheguru/God

Faith and 
science apart

Big bang theory
Evolution

Creationism

What is rea?
Can you prove God?

Do religious 
experiences prove God? Is God in the mind?

Does evil disprove 
God?

Is religion the opium 
of the masses?

British Values and 
Human Rights

Muslim responses
Christian responses

Gay marriage
Muslim responses

Christian responses

Designer babies
Reproductive 
technologies

Why is this important for me?
Judaism is the earliest Abrahamic tradition and helps us understand the other Abrahamic traditions.  Exploring philosophical and 
ethical dilemmas in Judaeo-Christian thought helps sharpen our ability to think deeply and produce logical arguments which is 
why it is such a strong feature of year 9 RE.  Finally, studying Sikhi rounds off our understanding of religions in the UK. 

What are the big ideas and 
concepts I will cover this year?
Aut 1: Judaism beliefs and practices
Aut 2: Judaism and Holocaust
Sp 1: Philosophy
Sp 2: Ethics
Su 1: Religion and science 
Su 2: Sikhi

History of 
science and 

religion

How can I explore RE 
further?
BBC Bitesize
Truetube
Newsround

Careers links
Journalism, law, armed 
forces, social care, 
education, History, 
tourism, politics


